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Extra Credit: Explore Camas National Wildlife Refuge Data 

In DOD_DEMO, there is an example dataset from the Camas National Wildlife Refuge. This is a 
real dataset from the AKN (available openly at sharing Level 5 to download in the Data 
Downloader tool). You can read more about this study here: 
https://meridian.allenpress.com/jfwm/article/12/1/27/462421/Sagebrush-Bird-Communities-
Differ-with-Varying 

You can use this dataset to explore examples of trends and abundance for sagebrush-
associated birds. 

1) In Analyst under the DOD_DEMO project, check the box next to the CAMASNWR study 
area. 

2) Explore the available analyses to answer the following questions: 
a. What years are available for this data? ____2012-2016___________________ 

b. How many species were observed across all years of the project? ___56______ 

c. How many times per year were these points monitored? _____2 or 3 times____ 

d. What was the most abundant species in each year? ___Western Meadowlark is 
the most abundant every year.____________________________________________ 

e. Examine graphs of density and abundance for Western Meadowlark, Horned 
Lark, Brewer’s Sparrow, and Sagebrush Sparrow. What do you notice about the 
trends for these species?  ___(Multiple right answers). _WEME = slight 
decrease, HOLA = Increase, BRSP = decrease, SAGS = big spike in 2014_____ 

f. Notice how the three transects are separated by habitat type (MONO= Crested 
Wheatgrass, NON= Sagebrush with non-native understory, SAGE= Sagebrush 
with native understory). Does the overall abundance and trend for these species 
differ by transect? ___ (Multiple right answers). __ Yes. WEME and BRSP are 
least abundant in MONO. HOLA is most abundant in MONO.__________________ 

g. Examine the species richness graphs.  How does species richness vary by 
habitat type? ____(Multiple right answers).___NON  starts with the highest 
richness but this decreases. SAGE is generally low but spikes up in the last year. 
MONO starts low and stays low in the end.______________________________ 

 

NOTE: these are the results when all sampling units are selected, the date ranges are left 
at the default, distance is changed to “All distances”, and flyovers is changed to “Include 
flyovers”. Users may get different results if they use different filters. 
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