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Exercise A:  Downloading Sampling Units 
 
Purpose: The purpose of this exercise is to learn how to download sampling units within your 
AKN Project to support a point count survey. The AKN Project you’ll use for this exercise will be 
DOD_DEMO.   
 
Key Terms and Definitions 

Project: The fundamental unit of organization for observation data within the AKN. Projects 
contain information about how (Protocols), who (Researchers and Users), where (Sampling 
Units), when (Sampling Events), and what (Sampling Event Observations) data are collected. 
 
Sampling Unit—Field location where research or a survey is conducted and samples 
(observations) are collected. Sampling Units are arranged hierarchically within AKN Projects 
(e.g. Point Count Points nested within a transect). Sampling Units contain a location name and 
geometry that describes where it sits on the earth. All point, polygon, and other geographic data 
are described in WGS-84 Latitude-Longitude (EPSG:4326) geographical coordinate system. 
 
Download Sampling Units 

1. Navigate to the Project Downloader application and log in if needed. You can find a link 
on the DoW AKN Portal (www.dodakn.org) under the “Manage Data” tab. Scroll down to 
the “Discover Data” section and click on “Raw Data Download”. 

2. On the left side, you’ll see a list of projects. Click the blue triangle icon next to the 
DOD_DEMO project to see the list of service branch or organization study areas. 

3. Select the blue triangle icon next to your branch or organization to see the list of 
transects nested underneath. 
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4. Click on the box next to the transects you wish to download. This will automatically 
check the boxes for all points nested under the transects you select. 

5. On the right-hand side, under the “Sampling Units” header, you’ll notice several options 
for what type of file you wish to download your Sampling Units in. Try checking the box 
next to “KML” to download a .kml file. (This is a format that can be uploaded to most 
GPS units.) Alternatively, if you just want to see a list of your points and their 
coordinates, click on the box next to “CSV” to download a spreadsheet with your 
information. You can select multiple formats to download at once. 

 
6. After you have made your selection(s), click the blue “Download” button. Once sampling 

units are downloaded, they can be used in a mapping program such as Google maps or 
ArcGIS, or they can be uploaded onto a GPS for use in the field. Note: Make sure to 
unzip the outer folder before loading zipped shapefiles into software programs. 

 
View your Sampling Units in Google Earth (no account required) 

1. On your web browser, go to https://earth.google.com/web/ 
2. On the left, click the button that says “New +”. 
3. Select “Import KML file to map project” from the list. Then select “Upload from device”. 
4. Navigate to where you stored the .kml file with your sampling units (check your 

downloads folder if you did not save the file elsewhere). Select the .kml file and click 
“Open”. Google Earth will create points on the map and automatically zoom into your 
locations. 

 
View your Sampling Units in the USGS National Map (no account required) 

1. On your web browser, go to https://apps.nationalmap.gov/viewer/ 
2. In the column of icons on the right-hand side, click the “Add Data” icon.  
3. At the top of the box, click on the “File” heading. Click on “Browse” and navigate to your 

.kml file (check your downloads folder if you did not save the file elsewhere). Close the 
“Add Data” box. 

4. Your points should now be on the map.  Zoom in to explore further. 

https://earth.google.com/web/
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