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Exercise C: Using the Protocol Search Tool 
 
Purpose: The purpose of this exercise is to learn about the different Protocol types in the AKN 
and get familiar with how to search for a Protocol that already exists. You can also practice 
adding a Protocol to a project. 
 
Thinking Ahead: There are many Sampling Protocols already available in the AKN, but we also 
can create new ones. It is easiest to create a new Protocol if users find an existing Protocol that 
closely matches the survey methods first. 
 

1. Navigate to the Advanced Protocol Search tool and log in if needed. (You can find a 
link to the Advanced Protocol Search tool on the DoW AKN Portal, www.dodakn.org, 
under the “Manage Data” tab.) 

2. Under “Search” you can select a protocol type.  Select “Point Count”. 

3. You can filter your search by distance type, duration, and number of time bins.  Try 
filtering the protocols using these features. 

4. After filtering, notice the list of protocols that match your criteria. Each protocol includes 
some information about the duration, the detection cues used, distance bins, time bins, 
and whether there are any additional fields (“Extended Columns”). 

5. Click on the hyperlink of a protocol that interests you to learn more about it. The 
Sampling Protocol Definition page will list the codes for each field and a description for 
each code. 

6. If you want to add a protocol to your project, record the name of the protocol so you can 
find it later. Pay close attention, as many protocols have similar naming conventions. 
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To add a protocol to your project: 

1. In the Project Leader Application, under “Project Definition,” click on “Protocols Used” 

2. Select your project DOD_DEMO. 

3. You will see a list of all the protocols that are currently in the project. To add an 
additional protocol, click the “Add” button. 

 
Protocols are listed in alphabetical order. You can use the search bar to find protocols by name. 
Use the “Filter by Type” option to shorten the list to just protocols of a particular type. Select the 
blue arrow next to a protocol name to view more information about the protocol.  
 

4. Select a Protocol and click “Add Protocol.”  You will now see the protocol in the View & 
Export Protocols list. 
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5. You can delete protocols from your project if they are not attached to any data. Click the 
“Remove” tab, select the protocol you want to delete, and click “Remove Protocol”. 
Once data has been entered using a protocol, the protocol cannot be removed. 

 


